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AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO THE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 

CREATING THE CALIFORNIA ELECTRONIC RECORDING 

TRANSACTION NETWORK AUTHORITY 

 

 This Amendment No. 1 is made as of January 14, 2010, by and among the 
COUNTY OF FRESNO, the COUNTY OF KERN, the COUNTY OF SAN 
BERNARDINO, the COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN, the COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA, 
and the COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ (the “parties”), all of which are bodies politic in the 
State of California, to the Joint Powers Agreement Between The Counties Of Kern And 
San Bernardino Creating The California Electronic Recording Transaction Network 
Authority (the “Agreement”). 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS, the parties have entered into the Agreement which created a new 
public entity known as the California Electronic Recording Transaction Network 
Authority (referred to as “CERTNA”); and 

WHEREAS, the original purpose of CERTNA was to enable certain lead counties 
to jointly develop, implement and support an AB 578 compliant system; and  

WHEREAS, the parties desire to expand the powers of CERTNA to enable it to 
develop, implement and support a Government Code section 27279 compliant system, 
as well as engage in any and all other activities that are permissible under applicable 
law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties, for and in consideration of the mutual promises 
and agreements herein contained, do agree as follows: 

AMENDMENT SECTION 1. 

Section 1 of the Agreement is amended to read as follows: 

Each party to this Agreement has the power to accept digitized and certain digital 
documents for recordation.  Under the authority of Article 1, Chapter 5, Division 
7, Title 1 of the Government Code of the State of California commencing with 
Section 6500, the parties desire, by joint exercise of their common power, to 
create and constitute a new public entity separate and distinct from each of the 
parties to be known as the "California Electronic Recording Transaction Network 
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Authority."  This new entity will serve as a unifying umbrella agency to coordinate 
the service desires of the parties and enable certain lead counties to jointly 
develop, implement, and support an AB 578 compliant system as well as a 
Government Code section 27279 compliant system to be known as the California 
Electronic Recording Transaction Network, hereinafter referred to as "CERTN," 
allowing for the electronic recording of documents by multiple counties using 
variable back-end systems.  In addition, CERTNA shall have the power to 
engage in any and all other activities that are permissible under applicable law. 

AMENDMENT SECTION 2. 

Section 3 F 1) of the Agreement is amended to read as follows: 

(a) Manage the development of a CERTN system that is AB 578 compliant, 
utilize guidance from nationally recognized standard setting bodies, and adhere 
to applicable Federal and State laws; (b) Upon approval of the CERTNA Board, 
manage the development of a CERTN system that is Government Code Section 
27279 compliant; and (c) Upon approval of the CERTNA Board, engage in any 
and all other activities that are permissible under applicable law. 

 AMENDMENT SECTION 3. 

Section 10 title, introduction and paragraphs A) and B) of the Agreement are 
amended to read as follows: 

SECTION 10.  Executive Director. 

The Board may select and employ an Executive Director for the Authority.  The 
Executive Director shall carry out the policies and directives of the Board.  The 
Executive Director shall serve at the pleasure of the Board.  The Executive 
Director’s responsibilities include but are not limited to: 

 
A) Oversee and participate in the development of requirements and design of 

the AB 578 and the Government Code Section 27279 CERTN systems 
and any and all other activities that are approved by the Board. 

B) Serve as liaison with the Office of the California Attorney General and 
client counties to ensure that all applicable standards are being met. 
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AMENDMENT SECTION 4. 

This amendment shall be effective upon the execution by all parties to this 
amendment.  This amendment may be signed in counterparts. 

AMENDMENT SECTION 5. 

All other terms and conditions shall remain the same. 
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